MEN OF* POWER
lini pleads the cause of the church, basing his plea
upon Francis' own desire to attain perfection of humil-
ity, Francis finally allows himself to be persuaded.
The result is that in time his order loses its sponta-
neous quality of fellowship in freedom and becomes an
ecclesiastical institution with a novitiate and grada-
tions of authority and honor. Moreover, as such an
institution, it soon comes to hold property, and its prop-
erty increases vastly in wealth, so that while the friars
may possess nothing individually they yet share col-
lectively in the possessions of the institution. Thus,
effectively, the rule of poverty is abrogated.
The second opponent is Elias, one of Francis' own
friars. He was said to have the finest mind of his
century. Sabatier describes him as "learned and ener-
getic, eager to play the leading role in the work of
reformation of religion/* He seems to have been
half politician, half saint. His religious enthusiasm is
always held in check by a prudential shrewdness. Be-
ing one of the first of Francis' followers, he soon gains
a wide influence among the others and gradually per-
sttades them tiiat Francis* simplicity is too simple, his
way of life too extreme. They must have more or-
ganization, more "efficiency/* While Francis is away
on his crusades or evangelizing central Italy, Friar
Elias preaches this doctrine at home.
The third opponent is St Dominic. He has founded
and still heads the Dominican Order. Whereas Fran-
cis stands for poverty and lay preaching, Dominic
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